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GENERATED QUESTIONS ON READING 
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Jacques, Rose Yesu 

THE EFFECT OF INSTRUCTION IN CERTAIN 
CRITICAL READING SKILLS ON THE READING 
ABILITY OF COLLEGE FRESHMEN 
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Ehrllch, Myrna Susan 

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE WAIS 
PATTERNS OF COLLEGE FRESHMAN 
READERS 

Giordano, Theodore Bruce 

A STUDY IN THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN COLLEGE STUDENTS' 
READING ABILITY AND THE READ- 
ABILITY OF THEIR TEXTBOOKS 

Golden, Carol Johnson 

A SURVEY OF THE PERSONAL 
READING HABITS OF A SELECTED 
GROUP OF ELEMENTARY CLASS- 
ROOM TEACHERS 
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Keith, Jeannlne B. 

READING ACHIEVEMENT AND READABILITY OF 
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REMEDIAL STUDY SKILLS TRAINING IN A 
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Krebs, Eugene William 

AN EVALUATION OF THE USE OF TWO ELA- 
BORATION STRATEGIES TO FACILITATE THE 
RETENTION OF PROSE 



Larson, Gordon Alan 

THE EFFECTS OF BASIC LITERACY TRAINING 
ON PERFORMANCE IN OCCUPATIONAL TRAINING 
PROGRAMS IN THE U.S. ARMY 
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Lei]q)eX, Lynn Gilbert 

READING PREFERENCES OF ADULT NEW 
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CREATIONAL READING 

McCrudden, Thomas 

ADJUNCT AIDES AND PROSE LEARNING 



Munns, Kenneth Lloyd 

A STUDY OF THE EFFECT OF A MINIMAL 
TRAINING AND PRACTICE PROGRAM IN 
EFFECTIVE READING FOR PROFESSIONAL 
ADULTS 



Okey, Linda Jane 

ACHIEVEMENT WITH TWO COLLEGE TEXT- 
BOOK READING METHODS WITH CONSID- 
ERATIONS FOR LOCUS OF CONTROL 
INFLUENCES 



Rebottlnl, Sondra Lee 

READING INTERESTS AND HABITS OF 
OLDER ADULTS 



Rice, Louise Allen 

STUDENT READING LEVELS AND THE 
READABILITY OF SELECTED TEXT- 
BOOKS AS PREDICTORS OF ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT 



Schwartz, Paul Jan 

THE EFFECTS OF PRIOR KNOWLEDGE 
SUBSUMERS AUD ADVANCE ORGANIZERS 
ON THE LEARNING OF UNFAMILIAR 
SCIENCE-RELATED MATERIAL AT THE 
COLLEGE LEVEL 



Stephenson, Janith Vest 

THE EFFECTS OF DIFFERENT LEVELS 
OF COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT UPON 
THE READING ACHIEVEMENT SCORES 
OF SELECTED COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
STUDENTS 



AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY TO ASCERTAIN WHETHRR 
INSTRlCriONAL OBJECTIVES ACT L\ A MANNER SIMILAR 
TO TEST-LIKE EVENTS IN THEIR CONTROL OF 
NUTI1ENUGEN1C BEHAVIORS IN READING Order No. 8005979 
BiLDEMACK, Edward Wilxjs, Ph.D. The Ptnnsyhania Stan UnimMty, 
.1979. U3pp. Adviser: Ronald L. Koble 

Test-like events have been shown to have difTerent effects on the 
learning of information from prose material depending on whether they are 
placed before or after the prose material. Questions appearing before the 
prose miierial tend to focus the reader's attention on the question-relevant 
information resulting in elevated question^relevant InforTtiaiion post-tast 
scores and depressed que$;tionMncidental informaiion post*test scores. l>e 

smt questions appearing after the pro^e material tend to reinforce general, 
positive, reading behaviors resulting in elevated question-relevant and 
question-incidftntal post-test scores. The major issue of interest in the 
present snjdy was: Do pre-objoctives and post-objectives act in a manner 
similar to test-like events in their influence on reading behavior? To 
investigate this issue, the following three hypotheses were tested: 
(1) Subjeas provided with pre-objectives and a prose passage attain 
significantiy higher scores on a post-test of retention of objective- relevant 
•information than s'jbjects who read or.ly the prose material. (2) Subjects 
provided with post-objectives and a prose passage attain significantly higher 
scores on i post*test of retention ofobjective-relevant information than do 
subjects provided with pre*objectives and the prose and subjects ^o read 
only the prose material. (3) Subjects provided with post-objectives and a 
prose passage atuin significantly higher scores on a post*test of retention of 
objectiv^incidenlal information than subjects provided with pre*objectives 
and the prose. 

One hundred and twenty-nine subjects were randomly assigned to one 
of three ureaunents: (1) p re-objectives, (2) post-objectives, or (3) no 
objectives. Following practice wi^h the use ofbehavioral objectives, all 
subjects studied a prose passage for seven minutes which described a 
ficUtio^s solar system and its inhabited planets. The prose passage was 
accompanied by pre. post, or no objectives. After the seven-minute 
treatment period, the subjects viewed a motion picture for fourteen minutes 
to help offset the effects of short-term memory. Then, a 66-iiem post-test of 
retention of factual informaiion waiadministered. Thirty-three of the post- 
^test iiemb were keyed directly to tKe objectives (objective-relevant), the 
other 33 items had no relation to any of the objectives (objective-incidental). 
A 3 X 2 analysis of variance was ijscd to analyze the data. 
^ " The findings of this study failed to support the major hypothesis of the 
study. Upon reviewing the data, the lack of variability among the trcaunents 
seemed to indicate that the subjects were not given sufficient time to use the 
experimebial materials. This supposition was funher supported by a graph 
of the uend of the treatment means which indicated definite, but non- 
significant, movement in the directions predicted. Based on the data 
analysis, it was recommended that the study be replicated using a longer 
study period during the data collection phase. 



This reading program was integrated into three college composition 
classes and was Uught by the composition instructors. Each class consisted 
ofapproximately twenty-five students. In addition to this experimental 
group, three composition classes were utilized for control purposes. Both 
groups were pretested and posttested on Tht Nelson- Denny Reading Test 
an4 The Test ofOrionlzaiional Skills In Reading to measure the relative 
gain in reading comprehension, rate of reading, and organiuiional skills ia 
reading. Each student also wrote a paragraph on the topic of televisioo 
before and after the program. These paragraphs were evaluated according to 
the effectiveness of their organization. Because there was a significant 
difference in initial readmg ability between the experimental and control 
groups, the analysis of covariance was used to determine ifa significant 
difference in the three components of reading existed between the groups at 
the completion of the program. Since there was no significant difTerenoe ia 
initial writing ability, a i test was used to analyze the final writing scores 

Within the limitations of this study and the validity and reliability of the 
measuring instruments utilized, the dau would appear to support the 
following conclusions. The program teaching students to generate and 
answer questions while reading was effective in the improvement of reading 
comprehension. The gain in reading comprehension for the experimental 
group was statistically significant at the .01 level over the control group. The 
most significant gain occurred with the experimental subjects wiiose initial 
reading scores comprised the lower twenty*hfth percentile. 

Teaching college students to generate and answer questions while 
reading was also efl'ecUve in improving their rate of reading. While there 
was a sutistically significant difference at the .01 level of the experimental 
group over the control group, the better readers-t-those in the upper fiftieth 
percentile-demonstraied the greatest gain in rate of reading. 

This method of reading was also elective in improving the students' 
organizational skills in reading. There was a sutistically significant 
difference at the .01 level in favor of the experimental group over the 
conUol group. Here again the tendency was for the poorer readers to shov 
the most improvement 

The study also demonstrated that reading instruction is an apparently 
effective devio^ to improve writing ability. The effectiveness of 
organizational skills in writing for the experimental group showed a 
significant difference at the .001 level over that of the conuol group. 
However, among the less able writers and readers a significant difference did 
not exist 

Thus, generating and answering questions that unlock the simple 
structure of the thought and detail of expository material while reading 
appears to be an effective device for both reading and writing improvement 
In particular, it facilitates comprehension, increases rate of reading, and 
improves organizational skills in both reading and writing. 



THE EFFECTS OF ANSWERING SELF-GENERATED 
QUESTIONS ON READING Order No. 8005236 

BUHA, Barbara Agnes, Ed.D. Boston University School of Education, 
1979. 239pp. Major Professor: Dr. Thomas E Culliton, Jr. 

The purpose of this su^dy was lo determine if leaching college freshmen 
to generate and answer questions while reading would improve their 
reading comprehension, their rate of reading, and their organizabonal skills 
in readmg. An mvesUgation was also made lo deiermir • if such reading 
msimction would improve the students' organizational skills in wriUnt 

The readmg program constructed lo accomplish the above consisted of a 
senes of paragraphs and longer selections taken from textbooks. Each of 
J?f*fu?'^^^°"^ preceded by one or more of the following questioni: 
U) What topic IS this paragraph concerned niih? (2) What generalization is 
made about the topic? (3) What aspects develop this gencraliiation? 



SURVEY OF READING AN'D STUDY SKILLS fftOGRAMS IN 
ALABAMA'S STATE SUPPORTED 2-YEAR ANT) 4-YEAR 
INSTITUTIONS Order No. 8004533 

BURDE.TE, Rebecca, Ph.D. The University of Alabama A919. 255pp. 

The purpose of this study was to ascertain the suie of the an concerning 
reading programs in 2-year and 4-year suie supported institutions in the 
sute of Alabama. 

The problem was to provide a data base for existing reading programs, 
to offer suggestions for .mproving present reading programs, and/or to 
assist in new program development in posi5econ\laj> reading programs m 
Alabama. 

In order to gather baseline data, a questionnaii e was developed, 
validated, and distnbuted to 20 2-year state supported institutions and 14 4* 
year state supponed institutions in the state of Alabama There was a 85.2% 
response to the questionnaires. The quesuonnaire data v^ere presented in 
ubular ^omi using percentages. 

Based upon a review of the literature and research, the followmg 
recommendations were made for implementing and/or improving 
reading/study skills programs in posisecondary institutions in Alabama. 
These recommendations were endorsed by a panel of postsecondary 
administrators and reading specialists both within and outside the sute of 
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Alitemi (1) An idminisuation should determine the need for a reiding 
prcgiim. (2) Student pticement into the reading pros ram should be based 
on test scofes, choice, teacher referral, and publicity. (3) Reading specialists 
should be lelecied by a committee of adminisuators, reading personnel and 
Acuity members. (4) Program design should include a learning laboratoo' 
and/or a tinictured reading program. (S) Reading specialists should set 
general and specific objective for the reading program (6) Both 
fUndardited and informal reading tests should be used for student 
evaluation. (7) A selected annotated list of software was presented that 
Aould be oonsidered by reading specialists to improve reading and/or study 
m\%, (8) A selected annouted list of hardware was presented that should 
be considered by reading specialists to increase student motivation. 
(9) Reading facilities should include an adequate location, a E)epartment of 
Reading to hous^ every reading course, and a sufficient working area for 
students and faculty. (10) In-service training sessions in reading should be 
encouraged for all faculty members. 



THE EFFECT OF WRITING EXPERIENCES IN THE EX- 
PRESSIVE MODE UPON THE READING SELF*-ESTEEM. 
ATTITUDES. AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT OF FRESH- 
MEN IN A COLLEGE READING COURSE 

Order No. 8000641 



COLLINS. Carmen D* Andrea. Ed.D. Rutgers University 
The State University of New Jersey (New Brunswick). 197B. 
165pp. Chairperson: Dr. Jonathan V. Klimo 



Results 

At the end of the semeHter non-sl(rnificant differences were 
found between the means of both group ;9 with regard to self* 
esteem as measured by the Rosenberg Self^Esteem Scale and 
by particular items from the Whiteley thoughts About Myself 
and School questionnaire. Non«8ignlf leant diiferencee were 
also found between the means of the two groups* grade-point 
averages and vocabulary gains on the Nelson>Denny Reading 

Test . 

Statistically significant differences were found among the 
means of the experimental group with regard to comprehen- 
sion ({p<.05) and total scores (p<.05) on the Nelson«Denrw Read- 

ing Test . ^ 

Statistically significant differences obtained through Chi 
Square analyses of individual question items were found In 
attitudes toward instruction. The experimental group's re- 
sponses were significantly more positive m seven out of 13 
items which were taken from both the V/hlteley questionnaire 
and the Rutgers Study Improvement Program Course and In - 
structor Evaluation Form , 

Significant positive correlations were obtained between the 
experimental group's Nelson-Denny gain scores and the Rosen-* 
berg aeU-esteem scores. Comprehension gain scores corre- 
lated with Rosenberg scores at the .001 level of significance 
while total reading scores correlated with Rosenberg at .01. 
In addition a significant poiiltlve correlation at the .05 level 
was obtained between the e>tperimental group's comprehenatcn 
gains and Primary Self-Ejteem items from the Whiteley 
Thmghts About Myself ana School questionnaire. 



Purpose 

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of 
writing in the expressive mode upon the reading comprehen- 
slon, self-esteem, attitudes, and academic achievement of col- 
lege freshmen enrolled in a reading course. Four questions 
were posed : 

1. Do poor readers who practice expressive writing as an 
integral and related component of a college reading course 
demonstrate greater gains In reading comprehension than stu- 
dents who receive reading Instruction without a writing com- 
ponent? 

2. Do students who practice expressive writing concurrently 
with reading instruction exhibit more positive self-esteem and 
attitudes at the completion of the course than students who re- 
ceive only reading Instruction? 

3* Is there a relationship between a student's level of self- 
esteem and his/her amount of gain in reading comprehension? 

4. Does a writing-reading curriculum increase college 
freshmen's academic achievement more than the traditional 
reading curriculum without a writing component? 

Procedures 

The population consisted of 69 Rutgers College second- 
semester freshmen whose Total Reading scores were in the 
lowsBt thirtieth percentile on the Nelson-Denny Reading Test 
and whose grade-point averages for the first half of freshman 
semester fell below the college requirement for continued 
matriculation. 

The experimental group, consisting of 35 students, received 
reading instruction combined with expressive writing practice. 
The control group, consisting of 34 students, received reading 
instruction without the expressive writing component. 

Subjects W'^re posttested with an alternate form of the Nel - 
eon-Denny Reading Test and were invited to complete the 
Rosenberg Self-Esteem Scale , Whit ?ley Thoughts About Myself 
and School questionnaire, and the Rutgers College Study Im- 
provement Program Course and Instructor Evaluation Form> 
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Conclusions 

The findings of this study suggest that expressiive writing 
practice combined with reading instruction has a positive effect 
upai college freshmen's reading comprehension and attitudes 
toward instruction. 

Implicit in the results of this inquiry are the suggestions 
that (1) reading and writing share common cognitive learning 
factore, (2) the learning of one may be dependent upon the 
other or transferable from one to the other, (3) instruction in 
reading and writing should be confluent for optimum learning 
in both areas. 

Finally, more research is needed to define the shared learn- 
ing factors common to both reading and writing, and more col- 
lege level studies are needed to clarify the role of expressive 
writing in the college curriculum. 



AN LM'ESTIGATION OF THE WAIS PATTERNS OF COLLEGE 
FRESRMAN READERS Order No. 8012671 

Ehruch. Myrna Susan, Ed D Yfshiva Universir)\W9. 22app 

The purpose of this study was lo invesligaip the WaIS patterns of 
college freshman readers. Subjecisof the invesugaiion were 110 freshnian 
students from an urban four-ycar college in the New York mcf/opditan 
area. Foayfive subjects were members of the freshman class enierini in 
Scp?«5mber 1976: the remaining 65 subjects were members ofthe September 
1977 entering freshman class. A stratified random sample was drawn, based 
OD three levels of achievcmeni in reading on the McGraw HUl Basic Skills 
System Reading Test Students achieving at st^nines one, two. and three 
Wire considered below average readers; sUnincs four, five, and six 
composed ihe average group; seven, eight, and nine were the above average 
group. The WAIS was administered during the spring semester of their 
respective frcshnun year. 

Fmcedurts. Four null hypotheses were tested The first null hypothesis 
investigated relationships between specific subtests of thie McGraw Hill 
Reading Test and specific components ofthe WAIS. This null hypothesis 
was tested by multiple regression analyses. Findings indicated thai therf 
were significant relationships between parts ofthe McGraw Hill and 
components of the WAIS; the null hypothesis was rejected 
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The second hypothesis wis concerned with dlfTerent patterns of 
performance ofbelow average, average, and above average readers on 
WAIS fubtests. A sub-hypothesis tested the ability of a set of W AIS subiesu 

to discriminate between groups. Discriminant analysis revealed that it was 
possible to discriminate between groups with a high degree of accuracy by 
means of seven WAIS subtests, and that each group exhibited a distinctive 
pattern oFperrormance on those subtests. Both null hypoUieses were 
r^ected. 

The third hypothesis dealt with the Full Scale IQ of the three groups of 
college freshman readers. Analysis of variance followed by a SchefT^post 
hoc comparison revealed that there were significant differences among the 
Full Scale IQ scores of the three groups v^ih scores parallel to level of 
achievement This null hypothesis was rejected. 

The fourth null hypothesis was concerned with differences between 
Verbal and Performance IQ for the three groups. Analysis of variance and a 
SdieiR were used. There were significant differences among Verbal IQ 
scores for the three groups: Performance IQ differences were significantly 
different between below average and average readers and between below 
average and above average readers, but not between average and above 
average readers, all in the expected direction. Comparison of mean Verbal 
and Perfomiancc IQ scores of each group revealed significant differences 
between Verbal and Perfomiance IQ for average and above average readers, 
but not for below average readers. 

Conclusions The findings of this investigation offer evidence that 

(1) reading, as measured by the McGraw Hill Reading Test, is a verbally- 
mediated cognitive function and is representative of verbal intelligence; 

(2) skimming and scanning is a unique reading task; (3) there appear to be 
different WAIS subtest patterns for below average, average, and ab )ve 
average college freshman readers; (4) it is possible to assign below average, 
average, and above average college freshman readers to group membership 
with a high degree of accuracy on the basis of seven WAIS subtests rather 
than the eleven contained in the total WAIS; (S) general intelligence is 
highly related to success in reading, and college freshmen with a high Full 
S<ale IQ will probably attain higher achievement in reading and in studies 
dependent on reading than freshman with lower Full Scale IQ scores (with 
all other related influences being equal); (6) potential for success for below 
average readers in academic endeavors is questioned because those students 
might not have developed verbal skills represented by the Verbal Scale of 
the WAIS and have not achieved average perfomiance in reading; and 

(7) in general, relationships between intellectual processes measured by 
Wechsler subtests reported in the literature were supported by findings of 
this study. 



A STL'DY IN THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN COLLEGE 
STUDLVrS' READLNG ABILITY AND THE READABILITY OF 
THEIR TEXTBOOKS Order No. 8D06259 

Giordano. Theodore Bruce. Ph.D. The Florida Stale University, 1979. 
79pp. Major Professor: Edwin H. Smith 

The purposes of this investigation were: (1) to determine the minimum 
reading ability needed by three-fourths or more of a college student 
popu'ation to effectively comprehend their assigned biology and sociology 
textbooks and (2) to determine the relative difficulty of answering the 
following four types of questions: recall, interpretation, synthesis, and 
evaluation. 

To determine the reading grade equivalents of the college students in the 
sample, the Nelson-Denny Reading Test, Form C. was used. 

The snjdent*s comprehension test scores were measured by an examiner- 
made comprehension test consisting of 270-330 word passages from three 
biology and three sociology textbooks with four questions immediately 
following each passage. Each question tested a different reading 
competency: recall, inicrpreiaiion. synthesis, and evaluation. The 
independent level of comprehension was set at 75 percent 

The readability levels of the textbooks were determined by the P.esch 
and Dale-Chall Readability Fomiulae. Originally the Smith Readability 
Formula was also used. However, it was detemiined that the Smith Formula 
was inappropriate for the level of the materials. 

The population for this study consisted of freshmen students in a state 
supported college in Southeastern United Sutes. The students were 
administered the Nelson-Denny Reading Test, Form C, and an examiner- 
made comprehension lest by this investigator. 

The results of tlie testing were analyzed by the Wilcoxon Signed-Rank 
Test tnilht Chi Square Test ^i.O$le\tl _ 



The conclusions reached were: (1) the minimal reading level needed to 
comprehend the biology and sociology textbooks studied was higher than 
the college freshman level. (2) on evaluation-type questions, students 
scored higher on the sociology section than the biology section of the test, 
and (3) on synthesis- type questions, students scored higher on the biology 
section of the test than the sociology test section. 

The findings imply that success in the use of the reading competencies 
(drawing conclusions and finding the main idea) vary in degree due to 
subject matter. 



A SURVEY OF THE PERSONAL READING HABITS OF A 
SELFXn ED GROUP OF ELEMENTARY CLASSROOM TEACHERS 

Order No. 8003839 

Cioi-DEN, Carol Johnson, Ed.D. Indiana University A^l^. 133pp. 
Chairperson: James Walden 

Problem and Source of Data. The purpobe of the study was to survey the 
personal reading habits of a selected group of elementary classroom 
teachers> An attempt was made to determine if the reading habits of 
elementary classroom teachers demonstrate an active interest in Hfelong 
reading. A questionnaire was constructed for data collection purposes from 
the following six reading behavior indicators described in the literature: 
(1) Reading Frequency; (2) Diversity of Materials: (3) Verbal Sutemenls; 
(4) Book Ownership: (5) Established Reading Pattern: (6) Library Use. 

Procedures. The subjects were a random sample of the elementary 
classroom teachers employed in a Florida and a Washington school district 
Responses were returnedby 173 or 72 percent of the teachers asked to 
participate. Questionnaire items were scored either high or low and data 
were reported in frequency disuibutions for total instrument scores and 
individual item responses. The following personal characteristics were 
described as related to teacher readership: age. sex, marital status, children 
present in the home, grade level currently teaching, length of teaching 
experience, degree held, professional background, and participation in 
graduate course work. An analysis of variance was run to determine the 
difference between the high scoring respondents in the two samples. 

Findings and Conclusions. Of the teachers sampled in the study. 47 
percent received low scores on the survey instrument while 53 percent 
received high scores. It can be conclu ded that as a group elementary 
teachers do not demonstrate an active interest in general reading or in 
professional reading. A consistent book, magazine, or journal reading 
pattern for elementary teachers was not established, and a lack of 
professional reading both book and journal was evident 

The data collected indicated that the external faaors of geographical 
location, marital status, children present in the home, and professional 
environment are related to the readership patterns of elementary teachers. 
Marriage was found to be negatively related to reading patterns of 
elementary teachers only during the first years of marriage. Teachers with 
school*aged children reported more active involvement in reading than did 
teachers without children or teachers with young children. The most 
significant personal variable found to be related to reading habits of 
elemeniar)' teachers was professional environment. A much larger 
percentage of those teachers coming fron homes in which one or both 
parents completed a college degree demonstrated high acbve interest in 
reading than did teachers coming from homes where neither parent 
completed college. 

At the lime of the investigation, elenieniary classroom teachers were 
reading a book, were regular readers of one daily or weekly newspaper, 
were reading orally each day tajheir students, and were often 
recommending to others materials read and enjoyed. The personal variables 
of age, sex, grade level teaching, years of leaching experience, degree held, 
and current participation in course work were not found to be related to 
readership patterns among teachers. , 

The results of the analysis of variance test showed the sample of 
Washington teachers demonstrating significantly higher active interest in 
lifelong reading than the Florida teachers (p < .05). The Washington group 
listed more diverse book and newspaper reading and a scheduled daily 
reading time more often ihan did the Rorida teachers (p < .05). That 
scheduled period usually occurred at school during Susuined Silent 
Reading Urne or at bedtime 
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A COMPARISON OF REUTIONSHIPS BETV^TEN READINC 
ABILITY AND DEGREE OF SELF-ACTUALIZATION IN 
PROSPECTIVE ELEMENTARY A^^D SECONDARY TEACHERS 

Order No. 8009612 
HU14EY. OROtLYNN. PH.D. East Texas State University, 1979. 183pp. 
Advaor: J. 1, Wilson 
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fufpostw^ht Study. The major purpose of this investigation was to 
deiennine whether there were statistically significant relationships between 
reading ability, as measured by the Ntlson^Dtnny Reading Test(?om C), 
»d degree of self-actualization, as measured by the Ptrsonal Orientation 
Inveniory, in selected groups of prospective elementary and secondary 
teachers. 

?weJwrd The sample included 368 elementary and secondary studenu 
enrolled in major-sequence teacher cerbfication courses at East Texas Suie 
UniveRiiy. Commerce, Texas, during the fall and spring semesters of 1976- 
^7. Ttit sample was not randomly selected but was taken as in-class groups 
in order to manage the test adminisuation. Permission was secured from 
each msirucior to administer the instnjments during one ninety-minute 
class pcnod. The dau were subsequenUy analyzed by utilizing the Pearson 
prjguct-moment correladon coefficienis to determine significance at the .05 

#1% 'j^'"*^ following findings were the results of this investigation 
W There was a sutistically significant reUiionship between the readi^^ 
ability of the selected prospective elementary and secondary teachers and 
their d^ree of sclf-acnjalization. (2) There was a statistically significant 
relationship between the reading ability of the female prospective 
denienury and secondary teachers and their degree of self-actualization. 
(3) There was no statistically significant relationship between the reading 
ability orthe male prospccUve elementary and secondary teachers and their 
degree of self-actualization. (4) There was no statistically significant 
relationship between the reading ability of the selected prospective 
elemeniaiy and secondary teachers and their degree of self-aaualization 
•ocording to age. (5) There was no statwtically significant relationship ' 
between the reading ability of the selected prospective elementary and 
secondary teachers and their degree of self-actualization, according to race 
(6) There was no statistically significant relationship between the reading 
ability of the selected prospective elementary and secondary teachers and 
their degree of self-actualization, according to educational level. 

Conclusion!. Based upon the findings of this study, the following 
conclusions were reached: (1) The reading ability and degree of self- 
actualization of the females were highly interrelated, while those of the 
males *ere not (2) There is no statistically significant relationship between 
reading ability and degree of self-actualization according to race, age. and 
educational level when subjects are considered collectively. (3) Graduate 
students read better than undergraduate students. (4) Many Anglo 
prospective public school teachers have marginal reading abilities, and 
many Black prospective public school teachers can be considered 
ftinctionally ilUterate. 



Procedurei The program used in this dissertation study consisted of 
three sets of study guides based on Boston Univcrsity'sCollege of Basic 
Studies freshmen social science reading assignments The purpose of these 
Study guides was to improve social science grades, overall reading ability, 
and cribcal thinking ability through instruction in outlining and notetaking 
techniques, literal comprehension skills, and critical reading skills The 
program which ran for 13 weeks consisted of three experimental groups and 
one control group. After signing a consent'form, the volunteer freshmen 
were randomly assigned to one of three groups using the study guides or to 
the oonuol group which received no treaimenL Study guides were 
distributed a week prior to the social science reading assignment due date. 
Completed guides were collected just before s readings were discussed in 
the social saence team lecture Checked guides were returned the day 
following this lecture. An optional notetaking workshop was held during the 
first week of the study for those using study guides which emphasized . 
notetaking skills. The researcher was available to the participants in the 
study two days a week during ever)* week of the study. 

Testing and Data Analysis. Data were analyzed using analysis of 
covariance. The dilTerences in pretest and posttest scores on the Stanford ^ 
Diagnostic Reading Test. Blue I ?ve/(lileral and inferential subtests and toml 
score) and the Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal {inkrenct, 
recognition of assumption, deduction, interpretation and evaluatio/i subtests 
and total score) were compared to 'determine if there were any significant 
differences between the experimental and conuol groups. 

Finding.: and Conclusions At tne postsecondary level, academic progress 
in the content area, particularly in social science, can be enhanced through 
instruction in notetaking and outlining techniques, literal comprehension 
skills and critical reading skills. In this study the analysis of the dau . 
revealed that growth in inferential reading ability and overall reading ability 
occurred A*«hcn college students were given insu^ciion in notetaking and 
outlining skills, literal comprehension skills, and critical reading skills. 
Those students who received no instruction made no gains in inferential 
reading ability. Therefore, if teachers expect growth in these areas, they 
should teach to specifically improve these skills. Growth in critical thinking 
skills of college freshmen, generally, and particulariy in the ability to 
evaluate arguments may be improved throuj^ insuuction in literal 
comprehension skills and critical reading skills. When students at the college 
level are not given insmjction intended to improve their critical thinking 
skills then no improvement is seen. However, with treatment geared to 
promote growth in this area, particularly instruction in literal 
comprehcnsii^n and critical reading skills, college students do improve their 
critical thinking skills. Therefore, if teachers expect to promote growth in 
the areas of critical thinking, they should teach to improve these abilities 
directly and notr^yon incidental learning. The informal survey conducted 
in this study revealeii^that college students themselves realize the benefits of 
additional instruaion in the areas of reading and thinking skills. 



THE EFFECT OF LNSTRUCTION IN CERT.MN CRITICAL 
READING SKILLS ON THE READINC .\BILITY OF COLLEGE 
FRESHiMEN Order No. 8013327 

jACQiiES, Rose Yesu. Ed D Boston University School of Education, 1980. 
•63lpp. Major Professor: Thomas E. Culliton. Jr. 

Purpose, The purpose of this study was to determine whetlicr 
instruction in certain critical reading skills would improve the overall 
reading ability of college fresl;(men. The skills of recognizing assumption, 
reasoning deductively, interpreting, drawing inferences, and evaluating 
arguments were the critical reading, skills selected for inclusion in this study 

The procedures used in this study provided opportunities to investigate 
the above purpose and related questions. Therefore, the data were analyzed 
to discover: (I) The effect of training in certain notetaking techniques on 
the overall reading ability of college freshmen (2) The effect of training in 
certain critical reading skills and certain notetaking techniques upon social 
science grades. (3) The effect of gaining in ceruin critical reading skills and 
in certain notetaking techniques upon growih in critical thinking abilities 

(4) The influence of literal reading ability upon inferential reading ability. 

(5) The influence of literal comprehension upon critical thinking ability. 



A COMPARISON OF COMPLIXR BASED INSTRUCTIONAL 
MANAGEMENT AND INDIVIDUALLY PRESCRIBED 
INSTRUCTION IN THE TEACHING OF READING TO 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS Order No. 8001672 

Kahn, Gl£NNa Sue. Ph.D. University of Miami, 1979. 165pp. Supervisor: 
Professor Helen K. Smith 

Purpose, The purpose of this study was to compare a computer-based 
instructional management system and an individually prescribed 
instructional system in reading in relation to the following: (!) reading 
achievement, (2) attitudes toward reading, and (3) learning styles of 
community college students. 

Problem Two conu^asting preferred learning styles, su^ctured or 
unstructured learning conditions, were identified for the subjects. Data were 
collected to provide information for the following questions'which were 
suted as research hypotheses and sutisticilly analyzed at the .05 level of 
significance: 

(1) What improvement will students make as measured by a 
standardized reading test following the use of a computer-based 
instructional management system or an individually prescribed instructional 
system? 

(2) What effect does a computer-based instructional management 
system or an individually prescribed instructional system have on students' 
attitudes toward reading? 
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(3|) Whit is the relationship between learning styles \iM studenu utilize 
•nd tMr perfonmnoe and attitudes h) reading when they are Uught by i 
eomputer*based instructional management system or an individually 
prescribed instructional system? (a) Do students who prefer a structured 
^ learning style improve more and hav e more positive attitu des toward 
. reading with computer*based instructional managenfient than with 
todividualiy prescril>ed instruction? (b) Do studcnu who prefer an 
unstruaured learning style improve more and have more positive attitudes 
toward reading with an individually prescribed instructional system than 
with computerbased instructional managemcn^t 

Desifn and Procedures. The experimenjtal design of this study was a 
2x3 completely crossed fixed eflTects faa4rial design. The independent 
variables were learning style and instructional! system. Dependent variables 
were scores on the Nelson* Denny Reading Test and on a researcher- 
oonsuiicted attitude scale. Canfield and LafTert/s Learning Styles Inventory 
was used to identify preferred learning styles. Analysis of covariance« the 
SchefR lechnique, and the Newman^Keuls method were used for dau 
analyses. 

A sample of 230 community college students' was selected according to 
srecifif d criteria The 17S experimental subjects were randomly assigned to 
either computer-based instructional management or individually prescribed' 
instruction. The SS control subjects attended a mathematics course. 

Results. Although subjects in a computer-based instructional 
management system demonsuated significantly greater achievement in 
raiding than subjects in an individually prescribed in!structional system, o > 
tltey did not demonsuate significantly greater achievement than the control 
group. 

Subjects who preferred a struaured learning condition and were 
assigned to computer-based mstruaional management demonstrated both 
significantly greater achievement in and more positive anitudcs toward 
rudingthan the following two groups: (1) subjects who preferred a 
structured learning condition and were assigned to an individually 
prescribed insuuctional system and (2) subjects who preferred an 
unstructured learning condition and were assigned to a computer-based 
instructional managemfent^stem. 

The individually prescribed instructional subjects who preferred an 
unstructured learning condition demonsuated both significantly greater 
. reading achievement and more positive attitude toward reading than those 
who preferred a structured learning condition. 

Conclusions Within the framework and limitations of this study three 
conclusions applicable to !he comiriunity college level were drawn: First, a 
computerbased instructional management sytem is an effective system for 
use in an individualized reading program. Second, greater reading 
achievement results from congruent learning-instruciional systems. Third. 
- more positive attitudes result from congruent leaming-inslruaional systems. 



REACING ACHIEVEMENT AND READABILITY OF JOB- 
ORIENTED WRITTEN MATERIALS IN RELATION TO JOB 
PERFORMANCE Order No. 8010475 

Khth JEANNINE B . Ed.D. University o/ Northern ColorQdoA97 9. lOOpp. 

Purpose of the Study The puqjose of this study was to sec if the 
itadabiiity of Job-related manuals and the reading achievement of 
employees had any affect on job performance. 

Procedures. After permission for this study was granted from Mountain 
Bel! Telephone Company, a population of sixty employees from the areas of 
Directory Records Clerks, Switchmen, and Administrative Support 
' Supervisors was drawn; twenty employees from each group were in each 
ample. 

Six passages from job-related written materials in each of the three 
selected ireas were analyzed for readibility. A computerized readability 
procedure. Simple Test Approach for Readability^ developed by General 
Motors was used for the readibility estimates. 

The Dayis Reading TTeir was administered to the sixty employees. 
Breaking points at the SOth percentile for each of the three groups were 
determined from the scaled scores in order to categorize those employees 
who were reading at or above the estimated readibility level of the job- 
related materials and those employees reading below that level. 

Job performance was evaluated by the immediate supervisor of each 
employee, and those evaluation scores were used in conjunction with the 
above data. 
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Analysis of Data. After readability levels of job*related materials were 
' evaluated, reading levels of employees were esublished, and job 
performance ratings were measured, analysis of the variance of the means 
was employed The OS level of confidence was used to test the for 
hypotheses in the study. 

Findings. Based on the hypotheses developed for this study, there was 
one primary finding: (1) Reading achievement seems not to affect job 
performance regardless of the job level within the telephone company. 

Supplemenul findings include: (1) A broad range in readibility levels 
existed between two of ths three areas under study. (2) Based on a mean 
reading grade level of 15.3 for the three groups, the employees are good 
readers. (3)-? Job performance ratings for employees were consistently high. 

Conclusions and Interpretations. Based on the findings of this study, 
three general conclusions were made: (1) Reading achievement of 
employees at Mountain Bell Telephone Company docs not influence job 
perfonnance. (2) Within this company, job-related materials appear to be 

written at an appropriate level for the employees. (3)Mountain Bell 
^ Telephone Cbmpai^ employees seem to be a very literate group oT people. 

Reemmendationsfor Research. Recommendations for further research 
related 10 this investigation include: (1) This study could be replicated 
earlier in \hn tenure of employees with other areas of the telephone 
company. Eariier data collection could provide a greater range of 
perfonnance ratings. (2) This study could be replicated in other business 
%pd industrial esublishments where continuous evaluation is not a nuiior 
liictorwithiaihe company. (3) This same type ofinvestigation could be 
uiideitaken nfr\*arious branches ofmilitaiy service. (4) Research could be 
ui^dertaken utilizing the same design with various governmental agencies, 
sudt as the Internal Revenue Service, which require cidzens to complete 
foims. etc. (5) This study could be replicated in the educational setting 
where readibility levels of textbooks could be compared with student 
i reading levels and performance in class and on examinations. (6) Many 
poQibilities exist for estimating readability levels of written materials, then 
testing possible users of such informadon for reading achievement to see 
how well each correlates. Possible areas are do-it*yoursetf building, 
oonftruction, and/or repair manuals and kits. 



IMPROMXG THE ACADENOC PERFORM.WCE OF MARGLVAL 
FRESHMAN STUDENT& THROUGH RLMEDUL STUDY SKILLS 
TRACOXG IN A UNIVERSITY Order No. 8005467 

King, Dennis Francis. Ed.D. The University of Florida 166pp. 
Chainnan: Ralph B. Kimbrough 

The purpose of this study was to learn whether either of two sepante^^^ 
treatments would have a significant effect on improving the grade-point 
averages of marginal students who were on academic probation at 
Jackion\'i]le University duiing the winter semester 1979 as a result of their 
academic perfonnance during the fall semester 1978. The first ueaunent was 
a IS hcur. one credit hour study skills course which was given in 
conjunction wth the Brown-Holtzman Survey of Study Habits and 
Attitudes. The SSHA v^'as administered as a pretest and as a posctest 11 
weeks later The second treatment was the SSHA given at 14-week intervals 
without benefit of an intervening study skills course. 

The subjects for the study were freshmen who were on academic 
probation wiih grade-point averages of 1.000 to 2.000. Two subjects were 
admitted to the population because they were given special pertnissionjio 
re-enroll even though their averages were less than 1.000. A total of 63 
subjects participated. Twent)-three subjects were in Group 1 and received 
the study skills treatment along with the SSHA. Nineteen subjects were in 
Group 2: they received the SSHA without study skills training. The conuol 
group of 21 subjects had no treatment whatsoever 

The statistical analysis of covariance performed on the winter grade* 
pdnt averages of the two u-caiment and ihe one conuol group showed no 
significant difference among the three groups. It is possible t^iat the 
differences among the three groups were due to chance. An F-ratio of 2.838 
was found as a result of this analysis of covariance. and it was not significant 
at the .0^ level. 

A second analysis of covariance was performed on the scores of Groups 
1 and 2 on the Brown-Holumjui Survey of Study Habits and Attitudes. Tht 
F-ratio of 4.209 was found lo be significant at the .OS level indicating that 
differences between the two groups' scores were due to the difference in 
treaunenis. 
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White the treatments did not prove significant Tor Improving grade*point 
•vtnieSi Group 1, which received remedial study slcills training in addition 
to the SSHA, did attain a mean grade^point average or 2 204. In so doing, it 
was the only group to come off probation. Group 2 earned a mean grade* 
point average ori.843 after u^eaiment. and Group 3 earned a mean grade* 
point average of 1.788 for the same period. 

The study skills U'eaunent given to Group 1 proved to be significant for * 
impioWng SSHA scores. 

It is dear that study sicills training can significanily improve SSHA 
icoresand may improve grade*point averages as well. More research should 
be conducted t^^e ir grade*point average can be improved through 
different study ^ils curricula. Ultimately. \f a study skills treatment can be 
perfected which Will significantly improve academic perrormance, it can be 
used to decrease the dropout rate in colleges and universities. 



AN EVALUATION OF THE USE OF TWO ELABORATION 
STRATEGIES TO FAQLITATE THE RETENTION OF PROSE 

Order No. 8004059 

K]t£9S, EUGEKE WiLUAM, Ph.D. Southern Illinois University at CarbondaU. 
1979. 189pp. Major Professors: Dr. Jack Kelly and Dr. Jack Snowman 

This study was undertaken to examine the relative effectiveness of the 
use of either the method of lod or prose analysis, used singly or in 
combination, as compared to students* typical study methods with prose. 

Tht Wonderlic Personnel Test was used to measure menul ability leveb 
and the Inventory or Learning Processes was used for assessing individual 
differences in learning processes. The students were randomly divided into 
four treatment groups: Lod (L), Prose Analysis (PA), Prose Analysis/Lod 
(PA/L). and Loci/Pros^ Analysis (L/PA). Three study /test passages were 
used as stimulus material. A four alternative, twenty-five item multiple 
choice exam was developed to assess the e^^^ient or die students prior 
kn^iedge of the passages. A scoring key which refleaed the amount of 
infohnation recalled was prepared in advance. Upon completion of the 
study of each passage the students were given nine long division problenu 
as distractor tasks to ensure that all recalled inronmation represented that 
stored in long-term memory, ^ree recall or the passages was required 
immediately after study and at two and Tour week intervals. 

A review of the related literature revealed a long recorded histc^y of the 
successful application of mnemonic devices. Although a wide spread use of 
simple memory devices was reported for college students, it was noted that . 
most people are unaware or mnemonic principles. Mnemonics function 
through the analysis and organization ormaterials into interrelated parts 
which are integrated with the body orpast learning. Most orthe research 
used either lists or contrived passages as stimulus materials. By contrast 
mudi or what is learned in the classroom is presented as prose. The 
fiicilitative effect ofmnemonics with prose is of \ht greater interest to 
educators. In order to achieve ecological validity in this study, textbook 
material was presented in a classroom setting over a regular semester. 

The subjects Tor this study consisted in 96 students enrolled in a memory 
course which was offered jointly by the College or Human Resources and 
the Department of Guidance and Educational Psychology in the College of 
Education. 

The results of this study showed superior recall for all ueaunents (L, 
L/PA. PA. PA/L) Over the students* i>pical study methods. The main 
effects of Ueaimeni, IQ. passages, and recall were statistically significant 
(p. < .001). Recall orall passages and conditions produced the following 
pattern: typical methods L < L/PA < PA < PA/L. The use of L in the L/PA 
sequence appeared to interfere with recall; in the PA/L sequence, L 
produced an additive effect 

Students with a high level of mental ability scored higher for all passages 
and retail conditions than did students with a lower i^vel of mental ability 
as measured by scores on the WSnderlic Personnel Test. However, both 
high and low mental ability students did improve significantly during 
training 

It would seem that students who scored high on the synthesis/analysis 
and elaboration scales of the ILP would also score high on the recall of 
prose using the L and PA techniques since these methods require an 
analysis and elaboration of the passages. There was no significant 
relationship between high scores on these scales and recall indicated. 
Students who scored high on the study skills and fact retention scales of the 
ILP scored higher on the recall of prose using both the L and PA methods. 

All students improved significantly in the learning and recall of prose as 
indicated by the results of this study. Therefore, it would seem to be 
advantageous to provide mnemonic training to college students. 



THE EFFECTS OF BASIC LITERACY TRAINING ON PBR«- 
FORMANCE IN OCCUPATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMS IN 
THE U.S. ARMY Order No. 8000809 

LARSON, Gordon Alan, Ed.D. Rutgers University The State 
University of New Jersey (New Brunswick), 1979. 95pp. 
Chairperson: Gordon G. Darkenwald 

This study used an experimental design procedure to deter« 
mine if basic literacy Instruction had an effect on performance 
In cook, truckdriver, and mechanic training courses at Fort 
Dix, New Jersey. The dependent variables used to assess 
training performance were attrition from training and time 
required to successfully complete each course. 

A study group of 167 marginal readers was selected (rom 
a population of over 2,000 trainees assigned to Fort Dix for 
occ^tional training between April and August of 1977. The 
subjects were randomly assigned to experimental and ccntrol 
groups by social security number. The experimental grotps 
received a six week prevocational literacy course in i^medial 
reading and math emphasizing Job-related skills prior to their 
assignment to occupational training. The control groups were 
assigned directly to their occupational training courses from . 
basic training. 

The study found that participation in literacy instruction 
had no effect on attrition from any of the Job training courses. 
Literacy instruction had a slight but significant effect on time 
required to complete mechanic training, but no effect on time 
required to complete truckdriver or cook training. 

Secondary analyses of the data collected revealed that traln« 
Ing time in the mechanics course was not related to scores 
achieved on the standardized reading test administered during 
the sample selection (r» -.09) but training time was corre* ^ 
lated with scores achieved on a HumRRO developed J"^ Read- 
ing Task Test of Job-related literacy skills (r* -.61^. A sec- 
oiKbty analysis of attrition rates in the mechanic course for 
a san pie of 543 trainees showed that reading achievement had 
no effect on attrition. A similar analysis of attrition for a 
sample of 1,859 trainees showed a significant relationship 
(chl-square » 45.7, df » Y) between reading ability and attrition 
from the basic phase of training which preceded the occupa- 
tional training phase. This relationship was attributed to 
psycho-social factors, not yet identified, which contribute to 
both poor social motivation and poor reading performance ^ 
ratheS^than to deficiencies in reading ability per se. 

The supply concluded that actual reading requirements of 
many semi-skilled occupational training programs are less 
related to common measures of general reading ability than 
has been previously asserted. Functional literacy in the occu- 
oatlonal setting is situationally dependent and highly specific. 
Beyond the level of basic decoding occupational reading re- 
quirements bear little relation to reading skills taught and 
tested in the normal school environment. Additionally, it was 
concluded that occupational literacy requirements are often 
artificially inflated in Job training by unnecessary reading as- 
signments and written testing, and these requirements can be 
reduced through the use of self-paced training methods, audio- 
visual training devices, hands-on training, and perfor:nance- 
orieated testing. 



READING PREFERENCES OF ADULT NEW READERS; 
FUNCTIONAL VERSUS RECREATIONAL READING 

Order No. 8013388 
Umpel, Lynn Gilbert. Ph.D. Syracuse UniversityA919, 125pp. 

The last decade has brought a sharp increase in public awareness of 
illiteracy in the United Slates, and in the number of programs designed to 
combat illiicrac>-. Although reading instruction is a major component of 
such programs, there has been little sy.stematic attempt to identift' reading 
content prefened by undereducated adults. 



li 



Both the proressional lUeratufe and current practice emphasize the 
imporunce offuncuonal reading-reading which impans inrormation 
direedy related to the carrying out of one's daily activities. Yet research 
among the general adult population has shown recreational reading 
(especially fiction and biography) to be most popular. Limited studies 
among adult new readers have been flawed methodologica])y and have 
yielded conflicting results. 

Two major questions weVe addressed in this study: (1) Do 
intermediate-level adult new readers (those reading at a fourth through 
«th grade level) express a consistent preference for either functional or 
recreational reading? (2) C^n intermediate-level adult new readers 
anticipate what they will prefer reading? 

Siat)'-five iniermcdiate-level Adult Basic Education students in Syracuse. 
New York, participated in the study. They first rated titles of 20 reading 
materials, along with brief descriptions of the materials, as to their expected 
degree of liking for each one. They then read selected passages from these 
materials and rated them again. The passages had been carefully selected to 
reprint functional and recreational content areas, to appeal to an adult 
audience, and to measure below S.S on two readability formulas. 

A rtest with dependent observations revealed that on the basis of their 
reading of actual passages, these subjects did rate functional reading 
significantly higher than they rated recreational reading. However, subjects 
tended to rate al! of the passages positively, and the absolute functional- 
recreational difference was small. There was evidence that preferences were 
not uniform among race.. sex. and age subgroups; black students. as a group 
expressed a particularly strong preference for Ajnctional materials. 

These subjects were not well able to anticipate what they would like to 
read. For the 20 matched title^passage ratings, the median Pearson produa- 
moment correlation was .18 (with a range of .42 to -.28). Prejudgments 
tended to be more accurate for functional passages (median r = .25) than 
for recreational passages (median r - .06). 

Jo the publisher and teacher concerned with providing motivational 
materials for reading instruction, these results suggest that ABE students 
have a small preference for functional versus recreational reading, but that 
they like both types. In themselves, these students' ratings would not appear 
to justify the current heavy emphasis on functional content However, the 
question of content cannot be considered apart from the broader issue of 
ABE program goals. 

These results have iwo major implications for classroom practice. They 
sjggest that some subgroups of the ABE population are likely to benefit 
more firoin a suong functional emphasis than are others. And they suggest 
that txaditional interest inventories are a potentially misleading indicator of 
leading preference and hence of reading ei^joymenL 

Several follow-up studies a^e t^^eded to extend this research. These 
would explore: th^ relationship between preferred content and reading 
achievement among ABE students: the differing preferences of age, sex. and. 
ethnic subgroups: an assessment lool for dcicnnining students' reading 
preferences; preferred content areas within the overall functional and 
recreational categories; and the preferences of adult beginning readers. 



of the example used in the passage to Illustrate a concept; a 
irrouD which thought of an example from their own experience - 
to illustrate a concept presented in the passage; the final group 
was similar to the previous with the additional direction to 
write the example. tSubJects were undergraduate education 
majors. All retention measures contained high and low cogni- 
tive level items. No significant effe'cts were found in any of 
the atudiea. The results were discussedi limitationF ''f the 
study described, and implications for prose learning ivere 
presented. 



A SnJDV OF THE FFFFXT OF A MINLMAL TR.^L\LNG AND 
PRACTICE PROGRAM IN EFFECIIVE READING FOR 
PROFESSIONAL ADULTS Order No. 8010888 

MUNNS. Kenneth LiX)YD. Ed D. UniversUy of Idaho 94pp. 
Chairman: Dr. Lewis B. Smith 

^e purposes oflhissiud) were: (a) to determine the effect of a 
uaining and practice program upon vocabulary growth, (b) to determine 
the effect ofa training and praaice program upon comprehension inaease. 
(c) to determine the effect or a training and practice program upcm reading 
rate increase. 

The population for the study consisted of 46 faculty members of Eastern 
Idaho Vocational and Technical School. The subject pool (the entire 
faculty) was randomly assigned into two groups, the experimental group (E) 
and the control group (Q. The experimental group (E) received three three- 
hour lecture sessions for a total of nine hours and a practice period Goverinf 
three weeks. Treatment materials were develo^ped by the researcher. Group 
(C) served as the control group and received no training^ 

' The data were obtained by administering the Nelron Denny Rtading ^, 
Test Form C as pre-tesi and Form D as post-test to the subjects. Both 
groups were tested first on Lhe initial day of the training program. Four 
weeks later both groups were again tested. Data from groups E and C were 
compared in order to detemiine the effect of the training program on group 
E The statistical'trenment of the data wasconducied using an Analysis of 
oovariance. 

The results of the study warranted three conclusions with respect to the 
particular' population studied and within the limits imposed by the 
experimental design, the nature of the treatment materials, and the data 
fathering procedure. (1) Tht minimal training program had a significant, 
positive effect-on the gain in vocabulary by the experimental group (group 
E> at ihe 0001 level of probability. (2) The minimal training program had a 
significanL positive effect on the gain in comprehension by the experimental 
group (group E) at the .0001 level of probability. (3) The minimal training 
program had a significant, positive effect on the gain in reading rate by the 
experimental group (group E) at the .0001 level of probability. 



ADJUNCT AIDES AND PROSE LEARNING 

Order No. 8002302 

McCRUDDEN, Thomas J., Ph.D. The University of Nebraska - 
Lincoln^ 1979. 242pp. Adviser: John A. Glover 

A series of three studies was conducted to investigate the 
effects of "Adjunct aides on prose learning. Study I examined 
..the effects of high 2nd low cognitive level objectives and un- 
derlining on prose learning. There were six conditions: read- 
only control group; low objective group; high objective group; 
low objective plus underline group; high objective plus under- 
line group; and read plus underline group. A short term mul- 
tiple choice retention measure was employed. Study n wafts^ 
similar to Study I with two exceptions. A much longer reading 
paeaage was used. The retention measure also include(ieasay 
items. Study III investigated the effects of a "meaningfuir ob- 
jective. Meaningful was defined as directing the subject to 
think of an example from their own experience which illus- 
trated a concept presented in the passages. There were four 
conditions: >eading*only control group; a group which thought 



ACHIEVEMENT WITH TWO COLLEGE TEXTBOOK READ- 
ING METHODS WITH CONS IDE RA.TIONS FOR LOCUS OF 
CONTROL INFLUENCES Order No. 8000202 

OKEY, Linda Jane. Ed.D. West Virginia University, 1979. 
330pp. 

This study was conducted to evaluate the relative effective- 
ness of a Modified SQ3R Method and the Cornell Method as col- 
lege textbook reading methods taught in a college content course. 
The study sought to examine the effectiveness of the methods in 
producing gains in academic achievement, reading ability, and 
textbook notetaking. In addition a measure of locus of control 
was taken in order to examine possible Interaction of method 
and this personality variable. Finally, the possible interaction - 
of method and initial reading ability was examined. 
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Om hundred ind tbrty itudenta enrolled In eix lecticmfl of 
yi Ito^Uali CompMitlon I, fall temetter 1978-'79, at West Liberty 
' fltatf OoUege, Wtit Liberty, West Virginia, participated In the 
•tudy with two sections receiving each treatment and two sec- 
tions Mrving as no-treatment controls. 

Following pre^testing for academic variables, reading vari» 
^fri tUeti SBd noletsking variables, and for locus of control, each 
5t Mpirtosntal (roup received 20 minutes of Instruction in a 
'-^^'Twit^ng method ^seh week for 10 vreelcs as a part of their rtgu- 
V IM Is^Uih eUss Instruction using course content texts as the 
ossdhuB of instruction and practice. The Modified SQ3R Method 
is that proposed by Robinson In Effective Study (1946) modified 
to use post-questionia and make exDllcit the Jotting of questions 

Md SMwers in the form of notes. The Cornell Method is that 
pressntsd by Pauk in How to Study in College (1074), which con- 
•Mi d students taking hotTs on a subheaded section after read- 
:\y Iftg and later extracting key words to act •as review cuss. 
- Nstthir method was presented in the class composition text- 
iXMk; the method was presented in class using textbook asoign- 
ments for demonstration and practice. 

Following the experimental teaching, post-test measures 
were taken. Delayed postHest measures were taken one se- 
mester after tifie end of instruction. Analysis by analysis of 
vaiisnce and Duncan's Multiple Range Test were performed 
for posl«test gains and delayed post-test gains. 

No significant differences were found between the experi- 
mental proup and th'e control for academic variables for post*- 
' tost gains. For the reading variable of rate, significant differ- 
^•nces were found between the experimental and control group 
with achievement for controls. For (^e notetaking variable of 
^ note qiialityi significant differences were found between experi- 
^ mental groups and controls with achievement favoring experi- 
^■^ mental groups. There were no significant differences between 
. ^ groups for delayed post-test gains. There were no significant 
difference's between the Modified SQ3R Method group and the 
Cornell Method group for either post-test or de^yed post-test 
gains. 

There were no significant interactions between method and 
locus of control for post-test academic gains. There was a 
significant interaction of method and locus of contirol for the 
reading variable of vocabulary, with gains favoring Modified 
SQSll-High Ihtemal, There was also a significant interaction 
of method and locus of control for the notetaking variable of 
rsteation with gains favoring control group-Kigh Intemal. For 
delayed post-test gains, there was a significant interaction of 
method and locus of control for the academic variable of GPA 
with achievement favoring Cornell Method-High Powerful Others. 
There were no significant interactions {or post-test or delayed 
poirt-tsst gains for method and locus of control extremes. 
Thare were no significant Interactions for post-test or delayed 
post-test gains for method and initial reading ability. 

R was felt that the actual Instruction time was too low to 
produce and sustain gains. Longer instruction and follow-up 
activities were suggested. Also the necesszry disclosure of 
procedures to subjects was considered a prejudicing lactor 
which may have affected the shidy. The Cornell Method was 
recommended over the Modified SQ3R Method in light of their 
lack of statistical differences. Further shidy of personality 
variables and reading, and of locus of control with repeated 
measures was recommended. 



READING INTERESTS AND HABITS OF OLDER ADULTS 

Order Na80M28S 

RESOmM. SOKDRA Lee. Ed D. Wesi Virginia University, 1979. 214pp. 

Today the concern about aging and older adults ha^ become a viable 
issue. Researchers have begun to look extensively into ail aspects of an oldei 
adult's life 

^rpose. The purpose of this study was to conduct i geneial survey of * 
the reading habits and interests of older adults. It stressed exploration of 
those areas which gave an indication of older adults' interest and problems 
associated with reading. In general, this s udy was'boncemed with: types of 
reading material that interest older adults, the effect of gender, present 
economic level, socioeconomic level, educ£tional level, and past economic 
level upon the older adult's reading interest, the amount of time an older 
adult q;)ends reading, and the possible existence of physical, educational, or 
economic problems that may hinder reading. . 

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION AND POPULATION Sm9^. 
Subjcos were: at least sixty-five years of age, not involved in a fiilltime 
occupationaJ pursuit, mobile, and able to care for their own physical needs. 
The procedure for gathering information concerning these subjects and 
their reading inierests revolved around using a diary and conductinf 
individual interviews. 

The analyses of the relationships between independent and dependent 
variables varied with individual combinations. Methods of analyses used 
were: On^Way Analysis of Variance, mean ratings, and frequency of 
oocurange. 

Ktsulis. Results have shown that older adults are interested in thesama ~ 
types of reading material as the general adult population. The survey of 
ceruin factors. i.e., gender, educational levels, socioeconomic levels, and 
present economic levels, indicated that they did have an effect upon reading 
interests. Trends indicated that subjects who w^re better educated, of a 
hi^er socioeconomic level, and had a higher present economic level read 
more books, magazines, and newspapers than did their counurparts. Datt 
concerning the survey of the possible existence of physical, economic, and 
educational problems affecting reading suggest that althou|h problems did 
O^isL none were so great as to completely hinder reading activities. 

Conclusion, Res^^ch in the field of gerontology concluded that 
i:cairement does affect the lives of older adults; this study suggests that 
lading interests and habits of these adults are also affected. 



STUDENT READING LEVELS AND THE READABILITY OF 
SELECTED TEXTBOOKS AS PREDICTORS OF ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT Order No. 6001041 

RICE, Louise Alien, Ph.D. University of Georgia, 1979, 
119pp. Supervisor: Dr. Byron Callaway 

The purpose of tnls study was to investigate the reading 
levele of the freshmen enrolled In an Introductory-level bio- 
• logical science course and/'or an introductory-level western 
civilization course at Paine College during the fall and winter 
quarters of 1978-79. In addition this study was designed to 
Investigate the readabUlty level of the textbooks used In these 
two courses; to determine the relationship between the two; 
and to determine the effect that the relationship had on aca- 
demic achievement in \hese two courses, as determined by 
final course grades. 

The sample for this study Included 66 Paine College freah- 
meni all of whom were enrolled In an Introductory course In 
biological science and/or western civilization during either 
the fall and/or winter quarters of i978-79. Of the total, S7 
students were enrolled In biological science and 49 were en- 
rolled In western civilization. 

Reading scores for the sample were determined as a result 
ol performance en the reading and vocabulary sections of the 
CalUomia Achievement Tests . Level 19, Form C. The mean 
total reading grade equivalency score was 9.7 for the sample. 
On the subtests the mean vocabulary grade equivalency was 
9.7, while the mean comprehension grade equivalency was 9.5. 



T«sttK>ok readability was aBBessed by the Dale-Chall Read* 
•MUty rormubu Both the Introductory biological science text 
iod the western civilization text had a corrected grade level 
of IS-lSth. Grade level 13.0 was chosen as the readability 
level to be ustc^. In the analysis of data. 

For the purpose of sampling students' attitudes toward and/ 
or perctptloAs ol each coursep a course attitude questionnaire 
was prepared by the investigator and administered to the sam- 
ple. A faculty Interview questionnaire, with questicms paral- 
UUnt tcne of the items on the student questionnaire, was de» 
vvkped by the investigator and used in an interview session 
with tMh instructor. The purpose of this questicmnaire was 
to examine the mode of classroom q)eratlon of Instructors In- 
volved In the study and to examine their perceptions of stu- 
dents* interest, backgrounds, and abilities for the respective 
eourses. 

To determine whether significant relationships existed be- 
tween student reading levels (total reading raw score) and 
achievement as determined by final course grades, the depen- 
dent variable, Pearson product-moment correlations were 
computed and tested at the .05 level of significance. Multiple 
correlation coefficients were computed using achievement as 
determined by final course grade as the dependent variable 
and vocabulary raw score, comprehension raw score, total 
reading raw score, and the difference between textbook read- 
ability and total reading grade equivalency score as Indepen- 
dent variables. Sex, quarter enrolled in course, and whether 
or not^tudents had be^n enrolled in a reading improvement 
course, although not hypothesized, were also tested for signifi- 
cance and results. Stepwise multiple regression analyses, 
using all possible combinations of the Independent variables 
and other variables of interest, were computed in order to 
determine which combinations best predicted achievement. 
For biological science none of the Independent variables cor- 
related significantly with the criterion, achievement as deter- 
mined by final course grade. Though sex, and sex and vocab- 
ulary were the highest correlates with the criterion, 
achievement, neither contributed a stable amount toward pre- 
diction of achievement For western civilization the difference 
between textbook readability and total reading grade equiva- 
lency score was the highest correlate with the criterion, 
achievement as determined by final course grade. More- 
over, this difference in combination with total reading raw 
•core was found to be the best predictor of achievement in 
western civilization. 



THE EFFECTS OF PPIOR KNOWLEDGE SUBSUMER8 AND 
ADVANCE ORGANIZERS ON THE LEARNING OF UNiPA- 
MILIAR SCIENCE-RELATED MATERIAL AT THE COL- 
LEGE LEVEL Order No. 7928612 

SCHWARTZ, Paul Jan, Ph.D. The University of Iowa, 1979. 
106pp. Supervisor: Professoi* Lowell Schoer 

The purpose of the present study was to assess the effects 
0t a specially prepared advance organizer, level of relevant 
prior knowledge subsumers present in a learner's cognitive 
structure, and of the interaction of advance organizer and 
subsumer level, on the learning of unfamiliar science- related 
material at the college level. 

A total of 80 undergraduate students enrolled in the Prin* 
ciples of Chemistry 1 course at the University of Iowa voiun** 
tMred to participate in the experiments The students were 
(Iven a pretest (Cognitive Structure Exam) on the second day 
ot class to determine the level of existing prior knowledge 
Mibeumers in their cognitive structure. Based on the fre- 
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quency distribution of test scores, each student was classified 
as either a high or low superordinate learner. All of the stu- 
dents In each group (high and low) read and studied a learning 
passage containing information about the properties of plain 
carbon steel. One half of the students in each group were 
given an advance organizer passage. The other half were 
given a non-organizer introductory passage to read and study 
iMfore the learning passage. The advance organizer passage 
was written it a higher level of generality p Inclusiveness, and 
abstraction than the learning passage. After reading and study- 
ing the material for 30 minutes, all students were administered 
an achievement test consisting of 28 multiple-choice questions. 

A 2 X 2 factorial analysis of variance design was used to 
analyse th^'data collected. Results indicated significant main 
effects for treatment and subsumer levels but no significant 
interaction was found. 

The findings were discussed primarily in terms of their 
application to and support for Ausubers theory of subsumptlM. 
The significant main effects provided support for AusubePs 
theory regarding the ideational scaffolding provided by the ad* 
vance organizer and the facilitation of learning new material 
when relevant prior knowledge subsumers are available. The 
results were also discussed in terms of their implications for 
education and future research. 



THE EFFECTS OF DIFFERENT LEVELS OF COGNITIVE 
DEVELOPMENT UPON TllE READLNG ACHIEVEML>rr SCORES 
OF SELECTED COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS 

Order No. 800SS9t 
Stojienson, Jantth Vest, Ed.D. Uniytrsity of Houston, 1979, 95pp. 
Chairman: Joanne P. Olson 

The purpose of this study was to investigate the eflfect, if any, of 
students' operational levels on their growth in reading vocabulary, 
comprehension, and application level reading prior to and after a term of 
reading instruction in a comitiunity college reading program. 

The subjects used in this study were eighty-twO students who v^rt 
enrolled in six classes of conununity college developmciital reading on the 
basis of low apprai^l test scores or difficulty in courses. The students ranged 
in age from seventeen to fifty-seven years, the average age being twenty* 
three. 

The Nelson Denny Reading Test Fomis C and D were used to assess 
reading vocabulary and comprehension. The students* scores on these t^ 
served as their pre- (form D) and post-test (form Q scores. The test of 
application level reading, constructed by the investigator and evaluate by a 
panel of experts, consisted of passages which were taken from the Ntt$on 
Denny Reading Test in order to assure that the difficulty of each passage was 
equivalent in style and vocabulary to that of the other comprehension 
questions. The students' cognitive levels on various Piagetian tasks were 
assessed \JSing the Lawson Classroom Test of Formal Operations, which 
consists of a demonstration by the investigator of fifteen items measuring 
conservation of weight and displaced volume, four items measuring 
proportional reasoning, and three items measuring probability. 

The students received thirty hours of instruction distributed each week 
as follows:.vocabulary skills, thirty minutes; study skills, twenty minutfi; 
comprehension skills, fifty minutes; outside reading assignments, twenty 
minutes: and. individually prescribed practice jn all skills, fony mlnutei 
The various reading skills were inuoduced in either a large group or small 
setting using slide-tape or teacher demonsuations accompanied by some 
student practice activities 

The dat2 was first examined using an analysis of variance to detemiine if 
students' wgnitive levels were significantly related to their respective 
achievement in reading vocabulary, comprehension, and application level 
reading on both pre- and post-assessments. A multiple hnear regression was 
used to prepare the dau for an analysis of covariance to determine if the 
poet-test scores added significantly tq the prediction of the criterion. 

Examination of the dau revealed that ten percent of the subjects' scores 
refiected transitional operational performance, while only ^ree percent 
relleaed fomml operational performance. Nineteen percent of the students 
demonstrated high concrete levels and 5ixty*eight percent demonsuated low 
concrete levels. 



StttMod analysis of this study's dau led to three significant findints. 
i> <&) Cognitive level on the Piagetlin tasks as measurM by the Lawson was 
aiinifiantly related to reading ichievement on both the pre* and post- 
assessments in reading vocabulaiy, comprehension, and application level 
fiadini. (2) There was no significant relationship betwieen the student's 
score on the Piagetian scale and the student's achievement in reading 
voeabuiafy alter a semester of reading instruction. (3) There was a 
. aiinillcant relationship between the student's score on the Piagetian tasks 
and the student's achievement in general reading comprehension and in 
tpptication level reading 

The students who were poor readers were also found to be 
proportionally poor logical thinker, a trait which appeared to negatively 
affect ttie amount of growth demonstrated in understanding what was read 
and in reading at the application level The students' levels of operational 
thinking did not appear toafTea grov^ in reading vocabulary. 

On the basis of these conclusions, it seems clear that reading instniction 
in the oommunity college must be structured to begin on a concrete level, 
fiviftK the students a real opportuniQr to benefit from this insmictioa 
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